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A. Assignment of error

Assignment of Error

1. The trial court erred, on February 11, 2021, when it dismissed CP 

192, Appellant plaintiff Fletcher’s timely filed CP 2, pleading CP 212- 

217.

Issues Pertaining to Assignment of Errors

Whether the trial court abused its discretion in not applying the presumption 

that petitioner timely filed petition for judicial review of an administrative 

final order with Thurston County Superior Court (TCSC) and served upon 

the parties of record within thirty days after service of the final order 

pursuant to RCW 34.05.542(2).

ERROR (# 1) IN DISMISSING A TIMELY FILED PLEADING. The trial 

court erred, on February 11, 2021, when it dismissed, CP at 143, Appellant 

plaintiff Fletcher’s timely filed CP at 2, pleadings CP 212-217, as being 

filed a day late because of an error by the clerk of the Thurston County 

Superior Court, who failed to timely date-stamp filings submitted by 

plaintiff and other litigants pursuant to Thurston County Superior Court’s 

COVID-19 restricted access provisions for drop-box filings. [Error #1].

ERROR # 1 ISSUES: Despite undisputed testimony, CP 195-198, and 

undisputed photographic evidence, CP 199-202, that Plaintiff Fletcher 

timely filed her pleading on the due date in the drop-box created by the trial 

court’s COVID-19 restricted access, was Plaintiff Fletcher denied her
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constitutional right to “Justice in all cases ... be administered openly, and 

without unnecessary delay” imder WA Const. Art. I, § 10 when the trial 

court clerk failed to timely date-stamp filings submitted by plaintiff and 

other litigants in a drop-box pursuant to the Thurston County Superior 

Court’s COVlD-19 restricted access provisions for drop-box filings?

B. Statement of the Case
CP at 2-5: Dr. Fletcher as the Applicant in Master Case No. M2019- 

768, thereafter petitioned the Thurston County Superior Court for Review 

of an Administrative Final Order by the State of Washington; this case was 

heard on October 5, 2020. “The Order by the State of Washington, in 

general, the Court written decision of January 13, 2020, that was scratched 

out and replaced with a date of January 17, 2020, by Florence Katz- 

Burstein, Public Member, Panel Chair and with Vice Chair (added with no 

name). However, Dr. Lorie A. Fletcher, Applicant to this matter objects to 

the finding to deny applicant the credential as a psychologist even with 

preponderance of the of the evidence of record that was presented in the 

hearing on October 5, 2020.

C. Argument

The trial court erred in dismissing a timely filed pleading with the 

Thurston County Superior Court Clerk’s Office. On February 22, 2021 at 

4:34p.m., CP at 212: Petitioner did comply with the Washington 

Administrative Procedure Act (WAPA) by timely filing Petition for 

Judicial Review with TCSC and served upon the parties of record within
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thirty days after service of the final order pursuant to RCW 34.05.542(2).

CP at 216-217: Dr. Fletcher's Petition by Lorie Fletcher for Review 

of An Administrative Final Order was deposited in the TCSC Clerk's Drop 

Box (See exhibit letter from TCSC Clerk Linda Myhre Enlow Effective 

June 1, 2020), “In order to ensure proper social distancing with limited 

lobby space, the Clerk’s Office lobby will be available only by appointment. 

Most services will need to continue to be processed by mail, drop-box 

(located in front of building), e-filing or electronic online payment... New 

Civil Case-All new civil cases must be filed, mailed to our office or 

deposited in Clerk’s drop-box located in front of building)” on February 22, 

2021 at 4:34 p.m.

CP at 246: The Petition By Lorie Fletcher For Review of an 

Administrative Final Order was filed timely which gave the trial court 

jurisdiction over this matter. Pursuant to RCW 5.50.050

CP at 141: Petitioner Lorie A. Fletcher has complied with 

requirements and have filed a request for judicial review in a timely manner 

pursuant to Civil Rule (CR) Rule 6(e) and RCW 34.05.542 (2).

At CP at 141: Petitioner Lorie A. Fletcher has complied with 

requirements and have filed a request for judicial review in a timely marmer 

pursuant to Civil Rule (CR) Rule 6(e) and RCW 34.05.542 (2).

At CP at 195-199: Declaration of Dr. Lorie A. Fletcher, PhD 

(DCLR), I am 56 years old and I am the Petitioner. I am competent to testify 

in this matter. Dr. Lorie A. Fletcher hereby declare that on February 22,
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2021 at 4;34 p.m. (due COVID-19 Pandemic), I deposited in the drop box 

"Petition By Lorie Fletcher for Review of An Administrative Final Order" 

for filing with the Clerk's office, located outside the Thurston County 

Clerk's Office (Thurston County Superior Court), 2000 Lakeridge Drive 

SW., Olympia, WA 98502-6045 (See photo showing deposit in drop box 

CP at 202). Identity confirmed (CP at 197) by Navy Federal Credit Union 

Notary Acknowledgment.

CP at 244-246: May 04, 2022, Linda Myhre Enlow, TCSC Clerk, 

through Tawni I. Sharp, Chief Deputy Clerk in response to Petitioner’s 

request for a formal investigation as why the Appellant's Petition for 

Review of an Administrative Final Order was incorrectly date stamped 

February 23, 2021 (which should have a date stamp of February 22, 2021), 

Enlow declares in the third (3) paragraph “I have reviewed your Petition 

filed in the court file which if filed on 02/23/2021 at 11:04am.” Petition By 

Lorie Fletcher For Review of an Administrative Final Order was placed in 

the TCSC drop box at 4:34pm on February 22,2021:1. Appellant deposited 

Petition By Lorie Fletcher For Review of an Administrative Final Order in 

the TCSC drop box at 4:34pm on February 22, 2021. Appellant filed 

additional supporting documentation on February 23, 2021.

Enlow’s response third (3) paragraph states, “In your letter you 

stated that you had deposited the Petition in our drop box on 2/21/21 at 

4:43pm.”
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2. Appellant, at no time in the record stated filing a Petition on 

02/21/2021. Enlow’s response made an incorrect statement that is far from 

truth. Enlow’s response noted inaccurate information in her response to the 

court.
Enlow’s response third (3) paragraph states, “It is our practice to 

check the drop box a minimum of three times daily with the last check at 

about 4:45pm. Our office does not keep any kind of log of when we check 

the drop box.”

3. Appellant, deposited Petition By Lorie Fletcher For Review of an 

Administrative Final Order in the TCSC drop box at 4:34pm on February 

22, 2021. If, the drop box was checked at 4:45pm as Enlow declares, the 

Petition By Lorie Fletcher For Review of an Administrative Final Order 

would have been date stamped February 22, 2021.

There is video surveillance on the court premises. If, Enlow would 

have conducted a thorough investigation into Appellant's request for a 

formal investigation then, Enlow would have seen the “Forensic Evidence ” 

showing that Petitioner was on campus February 22, 2021 at 4:34pm.

Who decides when a pleading is timely filed? The Thurston Superior 

Court clerk with their date-stamp or the judges of a Superior Court? Who 

exercises judicial power as to the exact date when a paper is filed with a 

trial court, to-wit: the clerk of the Superior Court with a date-stamp or the 

trial court judge? In other words, despite the undisputed testimony, CP 195- 

198, and undisputed photographic evidence, CP 199-201, that Plaintiff 

Fletcher timely filed her pleading on the due date in the drop-box created

Lorie A. Fletcher 
6729 3rd Way SE 
Lacey, WA 98503-7400



by the trial court’s COVID-19 restricted access, was Plaintiff Fletcher 

denied her constitutional right to have only a judge exercise judicial power 

to determine the filing date of a pleading, and not the court clerk and not the 

clerk’s date-stamp, pursuant to WA Const, art IV, § 1, which mandates that 

“The judicial power of the state shall be vested in a supreme court, superior 

courts, justices of the peace, and such inferior courts as the legislature may 

provide?”

D. Conclusion
For the reasons set forth above and based upon the foregoing 

evidence of record. Appellant prays this court will reverse the trial court’s 

decision that denied Appellant’s motion for reconsideration and Petition 

By Lorie Fletcher For Review of An Administrative Final Order, and that 

the petition was filed timely and which gave the trial court jurisdiction 

over the matter CP at 245-246.

February 10, 2023

Respectfully Submitted
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